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i/      S                          for the rascal, but that good lady was for a time
'"       ^                          obdurate.   She had heard a few choice stories anent
[                                 the man, and among them, one which Dr. Johnson
|      j                          glosses  over in this way: " Mr. Savage, when he
I                                 had discovered his birth, had an incessant desire to
speak to his mother, who always avoided him in
I      |                          public, and refused him admission into her house.
4      I ^                       One evening walking, as it was his custom, in the
I                                 street that she inhabited, he saw the door of her
I      j                          house by accident open, he entered it, and, finding
|      I                          no person in the passage to hinder him, went up-
"i      I                          stairs to salute her.    She discovered him before he
I      I                          entered her chamber, alarmed the family with the
!      j                          most distressful outcries, and when she had by her
I      1                          screams gathered them about her, ordered them to
j      ;                          drive out of the house that villain who had forced
|                                himself in upon her and endeavoured to murder her.
Savage, who had attempted with the most submissive tenderness to soften her rage, hearing her utter so detestable an accusation, thought it prudent to
1                          retire."
!       j
I      j                              Thus the Queen refused  to interfere until  the
|      I                          Countess of Hertford pleaded the "cause of the im-
I      j                          prisoned poet.    In the meantime Mistress Oldfield
|      <                          interceded with the mighty Robert Walpole, and the
I      I                          result of all this wire-pulling was that Savage received
5      \                          the king's pardon,^ being thus left free to continue
I      )                          the persecution of his alleged mother, to beg from
]        i                                    * March 1728.     It is cheerful to know that Mr. Gregory also
I        (                                 escaped hanging. It was contended during the trial, and afterwards,
1        ,                                 tna-t the testimony against both these defendants was more damning
I        '                                 than the facts warranted. ,
'